comparing checking accounts

location
branch offices; hours of operation; availability of ATMs

fees

monthly fees; per check fees; printing of checks; balance
inquiry fees; ATM fees

other charges
overdraft charge; stop-payment fees; certified check fees

interest

rate earned; minimum deposit to earn interest; compounding
method; fee charged for falling below necessary balance

restrictions
minimum balance; deposit insurance; holding period for

deposited checks

special features

direct deposit; automatic payments; overdraft protection; online
banking; discounts or free checking for students, seniors, or
employees of certain companies
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